
BOARD NOTES: 
 
February 7, 2017, Regular Board Meeting: 
 
Spotlight on Students: The Board was lucky enough to have two student presentations this evening. 
The first was from Middlefork 2nd graders who have been working on their creative writing skills. 
Each student read a portion of a personal narrative they had been carefully revising and editing, 
allowing them to experience how a written piece evolves from idea to finished product. Superintendent 
Dr. Ed Stange praised the young authors on their sophisticated vocabulary, the ability to inject 
expression into their performance, and their courage in reading aloud to an audience. 
 The second presentation was from members of Sunset Ridge’s band, orchestra, and choir 
programs. Each student performed a personal piece of music, showcasing their impressive skills in 
their chosen field. Dr. Stange appreciated their hard work in cultivating their talent, and admired what 
well-rounded students they had become by including music in their academic experience. 
 
Consent Agenda: The Board approved the Consent Agenda, which included minutes from the January 
10th Regular Board Meeting and the monthly bills and salaries. 
 
Communications: Board member Mrs. Debbie Papas updated the Board on the status of a proposed 
multi-house residential development on Willow Road west of Wagner Road. At the time of the Board 
meeting, nothing has been officially filed with the village regarding the project. 
 
Capital Improvement Update: Dr. Stange reported that the construction site has been winterized, 
allowing work to continue no matter the weather. Concrete floors have been poured, windows are 
beginning to be installed, and the stone façade is starting to go up on the south side of the structure. He 
was also happy to note that only $25,000 of the $1M contingency fund has been used. 
 
Board Open Discussion: Mrs. Papas informed the Board that the process to find a new editor for the 
quarterly Board Newsletter was almost complete, and that the district could look forward to receiving a 
spring edition. 
 
Finance and Facilities: Board member Mr. Scott Subeck reported that an investor has expressed 
interest in partnering with the District to fund the solar panels on the new building, and in is the 
process of due diligence. Should the investor decide not to move forward, the committee has discussed 
other financing options.  Additionally, the Board approved a bid for asbestos abatement in the current 
Sunset Ridge building upon its decommission. The next meeting is April 25, 2017, at 6pm. 
 
Education Committee: Board member Mr. Doug Warshauer reported that the committee was 
studying the district’s technology usage and how best to stay current regarding devices. The 
conversation with respect to whether or not to add a full time employee in support of the coding 
curriculum is ongoing. The next meeting is March 14, 2017, at 6pm, at which the committee will 
discuss the Advanced Learners Program.  
 
IASB: No report. 
 
PTO: Board member Mrs. Anne Peterson reported that the PTO benefit is on March 4th, 6:30pm, at 
Valley Lo Country Club in Glenview. 
 



NSSED: Board member Mr. Adelbert Spaan reported that NSSED would be finalizing their policies 
regarding withdrawal from the cooperative by their March meeting. 
 
Northfield Park District: No report. 
 
Village of Northfield: No report. 
 
Foundation Fund: Mrs. Peterson reported that fundraising efforts have resulted in almost $650,000. 
The Foundation is in the midst of holding grade-level meetings in order to inform parents of the new 
building, and was happy with the turnout for the K-2nd grade meeting. They look forward to the 3rd-4th 
and 5th-8th grade meetings. 
 
Administrative Reports: Dr. Stange reported that current enrollment holds steady. Next year’s 
kindergarten enrollment stands at 38, with the potential to reach at least 44. He noted that 
Administration is watching the current kindergarten in order to ascertain whether to split it into 3 
sections of 1st grade. Dr. Stange updated the Board on the staffing positions the district is looking to fill 
this spring due to retirements, which include a Sunset Ridge Media Center Director, 7th Grade Student 
Services Teacher, and a Middlefork School Secretary. He also reported that 31 of 54 8th graders are 
enrolled to participate in the Washington, DC, trip taking place in April. Mrs. Papas concluded the 
report by informing the Board that new board member orientation sessions will begin next week and 
continue through April.  
 
Recommendations: The Board approved the Closed Session Minutes of January 10, 2017, and the 
destruction of Closed Session verbatim tapes of March 2015 through August 2015. Additionally, the 
Board approved a staff non-renewal as presented.  
 
Official meeting minutes will be posted on the website following their approval at the March 14, 2017, 
Board meeting. 
 
 


